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Russ McCoure o JoE SLusicys Ashiby Cldyssne
This is a piece made from found metal ohjects and
matcrial from 1969 1w 1975, [oe literally did this on his
vwn. He never had assistants like you see nowadays,
leaching a1 LICE, he was very limiled nandally. | e
would go down to the old Judson Steel property in
Emeryville before it became Tkes and pick up all these
throwaways. He shaped and manipulated and fonped
them and put this thing topether over seven years. It’s
called Ashby Ouyssep because the work wis created an
Ashby Ave. where the old bus station was.

Whal [ s interms of (he Eurppean influcnce,
is Futurism trom laly and Suprematism fram Russia
l=ading into the Banhaus School of Walter Gropius,
and then coming o the Bs with Pop and Funk Art
I termms of the marifs, there are probably six or seven
schools of art in this piece. And its incredible how they
all come together in this one piece. [t doesn't feel Tike a
collage of lrapments because il has ils own unity.

You don't realize i, but duning those vears |oe put
the: piece down and went 1o Mew York and Europe to
get more inspiration. He went back and forth that way.
| just imdd it amazing. He was anti-war, and all that and
the piece is emblematic of that, too. Thes esaly ‘60x

wete, [ think, the most inspirational time maybe for Joe
and for a bk of artists in the Bay Area. I was just like
Voulkus' period i the mid “50s up to 1959 That fpur
vear period was ust imcredible for Perer,

O His pareners: They adopted my sister and me in
ther late 50z, if vou can believe it It was unheard of
in those days. My father was Seottish. My mother was
Irish. | was harn in Korea in 1957 and came o this
country in 1967 My father was a very noted enginesr
who warked for both Julia Morgan and William
Randolph Hearst. He was boen in 1905, My father
abavays wantsd 1o be an architoct, but he swas a cial
enginect. [He went to UC Berkeley and pot his degres
and then wenl ack to the Castle, where he was the
supcTmicndent of const ruclion.

Julix Murgun was the head architect of the Tlearst
Castle. She called the shots, She was the one—ihis
petile itk womarn, 4 107 who told the construction
people, all these [rish, ltalian, Polsh laborers whai o
do I was an armazing dichotonmy:

I'he: Hearst Castle wis never finished and my dad
retired in 1945, Hearst gave away Uhe “ranch house,”
which is whal he called it to the state of Califormia. 4
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our other Prius up to idyllic Point Heves
Station. She parked across from Toby's
Feed Barn and, coming back to the car
owenty minuley later, discovered the front
eod was scrunched i, 5o [ found masell in
a second dance with my insurance apent.
More to the painl, | rememberad having

a [riend in the denr removing business. Ies
what brought my wife and me 1o Buss’s
place one chilly morning i December.

PREMIER AUTORODY sits on San Pahlo
Ave. in g wesl Berkeley neiphbarhood
that’s home o an mtnguing variety of
culural and individual life The shop sits
between a W Cents Only Store and he
BrasArte World Dance Center, a non profit
that seeks fo presoerve Brazlian coligee
Directly across the streel, you can visit

the 3acred Rose tatton parkor, the lidus
Willage restaurant, & Wells Farpo Bank and
the Halal Food and Meal Market, Down
the street a hlock, (there’s the Middle Fasi
Market, a tapas bar and a Mexican procery
stone. Just up the stpeet, voun oould check
aul an wkado dogo while around the corner
vosu'el find Lhe Bombay Spice Howse amd
the Sari Palace. Just a short block west you
could check out Sacred |agghter, “an ants
place dedicated (o Laking lite less seriously”
And nearby you could $top in at the Priva
Beauly 2alon, Mission il Bapgist Chorch,

RLUSE M5 URF WITH SLUSKY'S A5HEY (WFE5E Y BEING RCSTORED

Milan Indian Crocery, the Thai Tahle or Kombucha to the Peoples,
wiwere vonl coiald sign up for a class, I you wanted (o think about i
first, you could seroll past Philthy Clean Tattoo, Sukam Caopy and
Frint, Isalia’s Alerations and pock into the Muliioublural Instiooee

to e what theyre aboul.

San Pablo Ave. is a four lane ribbon of sioplights passing
thirough an international and econumic mix from near and lar and
frnm the homeless to the well healed. Beginning in Oakland, it
runs north through west Berkeley, 1he municipalities of Albany, EI
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The Barley Museurn featured
Clmptawrs work oy aell as et

of hs alter aga, {2 Crearge
Cilredsione, wiha, nolabiy,
discoverered somathing marosked
i paleoriology—the Kaolithis
Ferind, Antorg the gy D
Coloilstone urearthed in fis
explonaions I5 an flucl, fossiized
steeteton of Wig Foot. That, and o
wide raneer of vk astonisfiing
things, were o display in i
Hailay Muvenwm, nowr olosed.
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Text and photos by B, Whittaker

ARTIST, POLYMATH and friend, john Toki
poled rmee about Fuss, [t was years ago and [
imagine it went like this: "Richard, doe you
krew R MoClure? MNo? You should mesq
Russ. He's and here fohn woull have laughed
because—uttere were e words? It was abways

a fip off.

Spending time with Russ is like pulling
info the fst lane, You heve to step on the
accolerator to koop upe And if the sgadden
lane-swilch ends wilh o collision, no warries.
MecClure runs Premier Aurobody in Berkeley,
California, He's a master at taking out dents,
matching paint colors and gelling you mn shape
in & hurry—all without overlooking the details,
Time is preciows, after all, gl Bife wo nch to

"t sat there sharing space with
several banged-up cars under the
wooden trusses of the old garage’s
roof. I stood there looking at it, at
a loss for words for a moment, be-
fore exclaiming, *Russ, why do you
have Joe Slusky’s work in here?’"
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